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portions of the country which contribute to support
the sufferers, surely it was the business of one at
least of these official apologists to place on record
his opinion as to the unprecedented frequency of
these terrible events. What had Sir Erskine Perry
to say to this ? Not a word. What explanation
did Mr. John Morley offer, in his forcible and lucid
style, of so fatal an outcome of our system of govern-
ment ? The subject did not interest either himself
or his official clientele. At any rate, not two sen-
tences are "devoted to the matter. " D." is equally
reticent, though he piles up figures on minor points
with wearisome assiduity.

Surely then we have here a very significant and
sinister omission. Consider this : Although eleven
millions sterling are now put as the cost of the
famine in southern India; although the Govern-
ment, when it appreciated the facts, strained every
nerve to save the people, yet, according to the
calculations of the official statisticians themselves,
1,400,000 individuals perished of actual starvation
in that great dearth. Other enumerations, made
by men who had nothing whatever to gain by
exceeding the truth, run the total up to at least
5,000,000 in Madras and Mysore alone. Nor should
it be forgotten that this occurred under circum-
stances more than ordinarily favourable to the
saving of life. There was no total loss of crop,
except over a small area, and the means of com-
munication were exceptionally good. To quote
Lord Lytton : " There are several railway lines in
the south of India; a number of seaports are
available on the east and west coasts; Madras
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